
T
he only thing I can think of 
that goes better with good 
wine than good food is a 
good cause. And there is no 

better way to raise money than by 
raising a glass of great wine at the 
same time.

Every spring, the Washington met-
ropolitan area plays host to several 
wonderful charitable wine events. 
Best of all, there is enough diversi-
ty of causes and themes to appeal to 
every palate and pocketbook. I have 
attended many of these events in the 
past and have always been pleasantly 
surprised by the genuine philanthro-
py that extends beyond the bottle.

Here is a list of several wine-ori-
ented fundraisers coming up in our 
community that will give you the op-
portunity to do good and drink well.

CUATRO DE MAYO FIESTA 
AT TARARA WINERY
Sunday, May 4, 12 to 3 p.m.
Tarara Winery, Leesburg, Va.
Event price: $75 (includes transporta-
tion from Vienna, Va.)

Enjoy this unique twist on Cinco 
de Mayo at Tarara Vineyards -- on 
the bluffs of the Potomac River -- 
and enjoy sangria, wine tasting, eth-
nic foods buffet, live music and more. 
The silent auction will feature auto-
graphed memorabilia and a Steam-
boat Springs ski package. Proceeds 
from the event will benefit the chil-
dren living in Nuestros Pequenos 
Hermanos (Our Little Brothers and 
Sisters) homes, which are support-
ed by Friends of the Orphans. For 
tickets or more information, contact 
Kristin McLeod at 703-848-2072 or 
kmcleod@friendsus.org.

EMBASSY OF ARGENTINA 
CHARITABLE WINE TASTING
Thursday, May 8, 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Embassy of Argentina, 1600 New 
Hampshire Ave. NW

Event price: $30 per person
To benefit the Mempo Giardinelli 

Foundation, a nonprofit, nongovern-
mental organization with the essen-
tial mission of promoting reading. 
It is an educational institution that 
carries out activities and programs 
through a study center in Chaco 
and throughout the northeast re-
gion of Argentina. The foundation 
also supports reading-related social 
programs. E-mail: dc_eventos@red-
argentina.net for information.

HEART’S DELIGHT WINE 
TASTING AND AUCTION
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, May 8, 9 
and 10
Grand tasting and reception at the 
Omni-Shoreham Hotel, 2500 Calvert 
St. NW
2005 Bordeaux tasting: 4 to 6:30 p.m. 
Reception and auction: 6:30 to 11 p.m. 
Event prices: from $250 per person

This amazing three-day affair 
benefits the American Heart Asso-
ciation -- a cause that is near and 
dear to my own heart. It begins on 
Thursday with a series of intimate 
wine dinners in embassies, restau-
rants and private homes, each fea-
turing a special chef and winemak-
er. Friday is the exclusive black-tie 
Vintners Dinner at the Andrew W. 
Mellon Auditorium highlighting 
first-growth Bordeaux wines. The 
fundraiser culminates on Saturday, 
with a tasting where chateau own-
ers and directors from Bordeaux 
will bring more than 20 wines from 
the acclaimed 2005 vintage. The 
post-tasting reception features food 
prepared by some of the nation’s top 
chefs and wine from the world’s best 
vineyards as well as live and silent 
auctions where guests may bid on 
exclusive travel opportunities, din-
ing experiences and rare and ex-
ceptional wines. Visit www.hearts-
delightwineauction.org for more 
details or contact Heidi Arnold at 
703-248-1795.

FOOD AND WINE FESTIVAL AT 
NATIONAL HARBOR GALA
Friday, May 16, 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Gaylord National Resort & Convention 
Center, 137 National Plaza, National 
Harbor, Md.
Event price: $95 per person

Join fellow wine lovers in the 
beautiful Cherry Blossom Ballroom 
and enjoy a special evening of great 
wine and food to celebrate the kick-
off of the first Food & Wine Festi-
val at National Harbor. The eve-
ning will feature food prepared by 
many of the festival’s participating 
chefs and guests will be able to min-
gle with several chefs from the fes-
tival including Wilo Benet, Renato 
Poliafito, Chef Rock, Suvir Saran 
and Matthew Weingarten. A por-
tion of the proceeds will benefit 
Share Our Strength, working to al-
leviate childhood hunger in Ameri-
ca, and the Erikka A. Hayes Foun-
dation, offering opportunities in the 
hospitality and food-service indus-
tries to economically and socially 
disadvantaged individuals. Tickets 
can be purchased online at www.
foodandwinenh.com.

CHARITY WORKS 100 POINT 
WINE TASTING AND DINNER
June 7, 5 p.m.
Salamander Farm, Middleburg, Va.
Event price: $5,000 per person (in-
cludes sponsorship)

The fourth annual event will fea-
ture wines that meet Robert Park-
er’s Wine Advocate 100-point stan-
dard and will be paired with five 
courses prepared by Washing-
ton’s top chefs. Charity Work sup-
ports a different charitable cause 
each year and this year’s honoree 
is Fisher House, a home to support 
the families of injured servicemen 
and women. The program offers 
a comfort home where America’s 
military families can stay free of 

charge during extended treatment 
for a serious illness or lengthy phys-
ical or occupational therapy. Con-
tact event co-chairmen Jack Da-
vies (JackDavies@aol.com) or Lisa 
Lutz (lisa@lblutz.com) for ticket 
availability.

By the way, many of the orga-
nizations mentioned above are al-
ways looking for volunteers to help 
out at these events, so if you want to 
check out the event from the inside, 
try volunteering. Remember; it’s all 
for a good cause.

Doing good, drinking well
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WINES
Your guide from the grape to the glass

AT THE BOOKSTORE
Set for release this fall, the Third Edition of “The Oxford Companion to Wine” might better be called an ency-
clopedia. In 848 pages, it alphabetically covers nearly every wine term in existence, from growing regions 
to vine-destroying insects. Price: $35

SCOTT GREENBERG

Do you have 
a favorite 
royalty of 
wine? E-mail 
me at scott@
vineguy.com.

Vine Guy

– Courtesy photos

Name: Examiner House Ads; Width: 34p8.4; Depth: 5 in; Color: Black plus three; 
File Name: 80458-0; Comment: Dine w/ Us; Zone: PCaa

mailto:kmcleod@friendsus.org
mailto:dc_eventos@red-
http://www.hearts-
mailto:JackDavies@aol.com)
mailto:lisa@lblutz.com)

